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intoxications, heavy metals and chelating agents, common environmental toxic 
agents. 

Through concise and impressive presentation, the authors have been able 
to bring to light a great deal of material. Apart from dealing with matters of 
general pharmacological interest, the authors also touch on the clinical uses 
of drugs. It is indeed recognized as a good textbook. Although the book makes 
mention only of the trade names used in USA, it could still be used as a valuable 
guide for medical students and physicians in Germany. G.Tauberger, Bonn. 


C. Harvengt: Le systeme adrénergique et le choc circulatoire précoce des 
briales. Arscia, Bruxelles, and Librairie Maloine, Paris 1969, 221 p., numerous 
illustrations and tables. 


The book reports on experimental burns in animals. The early circulatory 
shock, which follows immediately after severe burns, is characterized by 
nervous prostration, haemoconcentration, acidosis with generalized increase in 
plasma free fatty acids and glycerol and a decrease in body temperature. In 
addition, an increase in the concentration of free catecholamines in the urine 
indicates a prolonged adrenergic stimulation. The drugs which tend to increase 
the severity of the circulation shock are tyramine, guanethidine and metaraminol. 
A decrease in severity is noted when alpha-receptor-inhibitors, such as phentol- 
amine, phenoxybenzamine and hydergine are given. 

It is indicated that several points of similarity exist between the early 
circulatory shock ,which follows severe burns and the haemorrhagic shock 
and the endotoxin shock, where an intense adrenergic stimulation was also 
demonstrated. The book provides a good review of the problems of experimental 
burns. It is provided with a large number of references. G. Tauberger, Bonn. 


J.E.Hammesfahr and C.L.Stong: Creative Glass Blowing. Freeman & Co., 
San Francisco / London 1968. 196 p., 147 fig. Price: US$ 74.00. 


A comprehensive initiation which brings back to mind some romantic fair 
of our young days where we admired the fascinating craft of a glass blower. 
After a detailed description of tools and basic operations, stetp by step the 
scholar is led to more delicate achievements, such as the construction of 
complex laboratory utensils or the special technique of ‘creative glass blowing’ 
just for fun. The book is written with enthusiasm and didactic skill and will 
be a most valuable guide for both students and scientists working with glass 
apparatus and also for laymen interested in ‘lampwork’ as a gratifying and 


eclectic hobby. R. Domenjoz, Bonn. 
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